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CHRISTMAS IN JERUSALEM— PILGRIMS 
IN UNIFORM 


__ An account of conditions in Jerusalem to- 
day has recently been received from an 
officer-observer. Readers will be interested 
to see this description of life in and around 
| the Holy City, and to know of forthcoming 
_ Christmas celebrations there. The officer 
Lg writes :-— 
' The streets of Jerusalem, the heights of 
_ Jericho and of Bethlehem, the winding paths 
of Nazareth are thronged to-day by Service 
_ men and women, who are spending their 
leave visiting the sacred relics of early Chris- 
tianity, of Jewry and the Moslem faith. 
In this land whence came the message of 
' Peace and Goodwill there is a sober thank- 
"fulness that it has been spared the horrors 
of Nazi oppression, to which the refugees 
_ who have sought succour here bear witness. 
Pilgrims pass daily within the Gates of Jeru- 
salem to pay homage. ~ 
_ As the war moves inexorably northwards 
* and westwards, Palestine continues its war 
effort in field, town and village. Many of 
its sons and daughters, both Jéw and. Arab, 
are in uniform. Austerity meals and high 
_ prices remain, and the black-out is a re- 
ninder that the Luftwaffe is still across the 
sea. Service visitors wisely avoid contro- 
versial matters, and though they may obtain 
ee pearer conception of current problems, 
_ they devote their brief leisure to seeing all 
_ that this historic country has to offer. 
The ancient city of Jerusalem is never- 
P changing. For centuries it has fascinated 


est he has brought new clothes and new 
hions. 


To-day the city knows no pil- 


grims but those who wear the universal dress 
of service. . 

Hordes of bootblacks still gather on the 
stonewalk by the Jaffa Gate and clap their 
brushes in an invitation to visitors to try 
their skill. To their clear English, their 
Hebrew or Arabic has now been added 
Polish, French and Greek, thus forming a 
medley of languages of the United Nations. 
From the Jaffa Gate a pilgrimage for the 
Services is made weekly to the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 

Within the walls built by Sulamein the 
Magnificent the merchants of all races and 
all creeds offer their wares to the villagers 
or peasants, who journey by ass or by foot 
from the Hills of Judzea and the Valley of 
the Jordan. Sometimes now they come by 
omnibus or perhaps by bicycle. To the tour- 
ist the merchants offer the rich assortment 
of souvenirs to be found in all the bazaars 
of the Orient. 

Should the tourist in uniform wander off 
the guide-book track, he finds himself in a 
labyrinth of cobbled alleys and courtyards 
and hears chatter in many tongues. Bright- 
eyed youngsters to whom the world outside 
is unknown gambol and play, while their - 
elders are busy at many crafts. The 
favourite pastime of the children is a game 
with cleaned date stones, strangely akin to 
the marbles of English and American youth. 

Above the cobble stones, the tourist will 
see flower-boxes ever radiant with colour, 
balanced crazily on narrow ledges, a display 
of which the dwellers in any narrow, sun- 
starved street in any western town would be 
very proud. The discerning tourist, should 
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he look closely, may see between the ledges 
a long strand of wire. It is not a wire for 


the products of the wash-tub, but one by 


which the world of the east now receives 
news of the world in the west—a wireless 
aerial. In that one respect ancient Jerusa- 
lem has changed. 


The new city of Jerusalem is always 
growing, with its clean facades of grey stone 
and cement. It is dominated by the Jesus 
Tower of the stately Y.M.C.A. building, 
which stands on a hill opposite the Mount 
of Olives and overlooking the Valley of 
Hinnom. The Y.M.C.A. has become one of 
Jerusalem’s attractions, and tourists in uni- 
form come, not only to the Services’ Club 
with all its pleasant amenities, but to see the 
“Sermon in Stone.” This building is a 
memorial to the inspired vision of two 
Americans, Dr. A. C. Harte and his close 
friend, James N. Jarvie. In its symbolism 
and design it seeks to convey the Christian 
message. ; 


While the Service tourists to-day are en- 
joying the sights, the voluntary organisa- 
tions in Jerusalem are preparing plans for 
the Christmas Festival. The Services 
Y.M.C.A., the Glub of the Jerusalem 
Y.M.C.A., the Church Army, the St. An- 
drew’s Hostels of the Church of Scotland 
and other bodies devoted to the welfare of 
the Services, are arranging special Christmas 
dinners and parties. Conveyances will take 
the visitors to the Watchnight Service at 
Bethlehem, and on Christmas Day it is hoped 
to augment the final carol services with a 
mass open-air service. 

There is accommodation in Jerusalem’s 
Service hostels for several hundred men and 
women, and the Soldiers, Sailors and Air- 
men Families Association bureau, which 
gives advice on where to stay, arranges tours 
and guides and recommends approved pri- 
vate hotels and apartments for officers and 
other ranks. 

Mr. Alvar L. Miller, general secretary of 
the Jerusalem Y.M.C.A., and formerly a 
student at the University of Indiana, has 
had in 27 years a world-wide experience of 
the Association’s activities. Thousands of 
Service men have been welcomed at the As- 
sociation’s clubs and hostels in Jerusalem, 
and he has been greatly impressed by their 
exemplary conduct, particularly by that of 
the British personnel. “I find that the 
men of all nations who come here do appre- 
ciate something that is clean, wholesome 
and homely, and they do their best to keep 
it so,” said Mr. Miller. “It has been a joy 


to work with and for them, and we shall do 


~~ 
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MR. SPEAKER GOES TO PRAYERS ~ 
The British Weekly (December 9th, 1943) 
printed an interesting account of prayers in 
the House of Commons by Mr. Jack Lawson, 
M.P. We print an extract from: the article. 
Speaker-r-r. Speaker-r-r. That call goes 
through the lobbies and corridors every day 
when the House of Commons is sitting. It 
starts faintly from afar, is caught up by 
another strong voice, then another, until the 
whole building resounds. Then——silence. An 
impressive ~ silence. Members hurrying — 
through the corridors stand aside, facing the 
coming procession, respectful, bowing as it — 
passes. Whatever Party, opinion or creed, - 
none ever fails to respect Mr. Speaker. | 

Over the great crowd in the Central Lobby - 
a hush has fallen. Men and women of many 
nations in Service dress, mothers and fathers, ~ 
sons and daughters, workers in many trades, 
representatives of many professions, people 
from widely different spheres of the nation’s 
life stand there silent—almost in awe—as_ 
the simple but dignified procession passes 
through the close-packed, miniature demo- 
cratic Britain. 

The Speaker has gone to prayers. 

Many visitors have seen him go into 
prayers, but none have ever seen him at 
prayers. That is a “service” reserved for 
Members, as the House is not “sitting” until 
prayers are over. 

In the Chamber many Members await Mr. 
Speaker. As he enters with the Chaplain and 
advances to the Bar, he bows. The Members 
also bow to him. Tradition has it that the 
Speaker bows as to the altar which once 
stood in St. Stephen’s Chapel, which later 
became the House of Commons. But in the 
way that we have, the religious observance 
has subtly changed to an action denoting 
respect for the House and the House for Mr. | 
Speaker. Far from the Bar he advances to 
the Table, bows again, and members respond 
in like fashion. All in deep. silence. 

Mr. Speaker moves to the foot of the Chair, 
the Chaplain close to him. The service be- 


- gins. 


God be merciful unto us, and bless us; 
and show us the light of His countenance, 
and be merciful unto us; Ase} 

That Thy way may be known upon 
earth. Thy saving health among all 
nations. ... : 


So runs the prayer which is, in fact, 
Psalm 67. The Chaplain’s voice is soft and 
sincere. He knows the magic of that Psalm | 


ra her: minutes we are in ek The 
amber fits the occasion, with its oak- 
‘panelled fluted interior and high roof, from 
which hang many great chandeliers softly 
| floodlighting the place. Here we are com- 
_ pletely detached from the bustling life out- 
_ side, deep conversations on the issues of the 
day, and the controversies even now going on 
_ in remote committee rooms. In a few minutes 
the machine-gun rattle of question and 
' answer, roar of disapproval, cheers of assent, 
_ or, maybe, laughter at some apt reply—soon 
_ these will replace this quiet of real worship. 
e Meanwhile, “Let us pray.” The Members 
_ turn, and, led by the Chaplain, recite aloud 
_ the Lord’s Prayer. Then come the prayers 
_ for the King and the Royal Family. Then 
| another prayer. Follows the Benediction. 


* * * 


Mr. Speaker takes the Chair. 

Prayers over-r-r. Prayersover-r-r. Through 

l@ the House, on to the Terrace, into committee 

rooms the call is sent. Members flock into the 

' Chamber. Ministers file into their seats. The 
_ Speaker calls Mr. (Question No. 1) and 

| the House is in Session. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE AT 
ST. MARTIN’S-IN-THE-FIELDS 


r 
be 
iE Under the auspices of the British Council 
_ of Churches a United Service of Thanksgiv- 


i 


| ing and Intercession for the Witness of the 
_ Churches in Europe and the East in peril of 
‘ “war was held on December 9th, 1943, at St. 
_ Martin’s-in-the-Fields, London, by permis- 
| sion of the Vicar, the Rev. Eric Loveday. 

_ Those taking part in the service were the 
High Commissioner for India, Sir Samuel 
nganadhan, the Rev. J. Ursin, Pastor of 
e Norwegian Church in London, the Rev. 
arcel Pradervand, Pastor of the Swiss 
hurch, the Rev. J. Van Dorp, Pastor of the 
tech Church, Professor Whitehorn, Mod- 
rator of the Free Church Federal Council, 
. A. C. Craig, General Secretary of the 
itish Council of Churches (also represent- 
+ the Moderator of the General Assembly 
the Church of Scotland), and the Rev. 
lonel Chaplain Maurice W. Reynolds, 
aplain of the U. S. Army Air Force in 
United Kingdom. The Benediction was 
ren by the Archbishop Germanos of Thya- 
a and the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
e was a large congregation including 
esentatives of many nationalities. 

e Archbishop of Canterbury, in the 
of his address, said: 


“Tt is most noteworthy that in all occu- 


_ pied countries the chief and most persistent 


resistance to the Nazi tyranny has come 
from the Churches. This can occasion no 
surprise to those who have reflected on the 
true character of Christianity and of Na- 
tional Socialism. Respect for the freedom of - 
the human mind and spirit is at the very 
heart of the Christian Gospel. So the news 
comes from every quarter—from Holland 
and Norway, from Denmark and Yugo- 
slavia—telling of the courage of Church 
leaders and the heroic constancy of the 
Church. From Germany also the same news 
comes. And here let me acknowledge that I 
was misled when some nine months ago I 
said that the German Church had resisted 


- only the curtailment of its own liberty, and 


not the oppression of other peoples; that im- 
pression was due to the fragmentary nature 
of the news which reaches us from Germany. 
But in fact Church leaders in Germany have 
shown a noble courage in upholding prin- 
ciples by which the German conduct in Po- 
land or Czechoslovakia or elsewhere is evi- 
dently condemned, and we honour them for 
their fearless witness.” 


MORE QUISLING “BISHOPS” FOR 
NORWAY 


The attempts on the part of the Quislings 
to build up an independent Church organisa- 
tion in Norway still continue. Two more 
Quisling pastors were “consecrated” in Our 
Saviour’s Church in Oslo on December 5th, 
by so-called “bishops” who had themselves 
been irregularly appointed. Meanwhile all 
these “bishops” met together in Oslo and 
have sent a message to the parishes, thus 
copying the methods of the faithful Church 
leaders. This message shows how anxious 
the Quislings are to demonstrate that they 
are perfectly orthodox in their doctrines, but 
since a recent report states that the number 
of N.S. clergymen is now less than 50, Quis- 
ling orthodoxy must provide only cold com-. 
fort to its adherents. Here is the text of 
the message as broadcast, and it must be 
borne in mind that here the word “loyal” — 
means loyal to Quisling. 

“Thanks to the great interest shown in 
the Church by the Norwegian Government, 
the Gospel has been preached without 
hindrance to the people, who have retained 
the right to hold Christian meetings. How- 
ever, the damaging Church conflict, strikes — 
and sabotage continued, though recently with 
diminishing violence. As has already been 
pointed out, this conflict lacks any Christian 
foundation. The loyal clergymen preach ~ 


ne Gospel in which our orthodox. bre hren- ies 


in the other camp believe. 


“As regards the attitude of the new Gov- 


ernment towards the Church and Christian- 
ity, suffice it to remind people of the para- 
graph protecting the fundamental values of 
Christianity. In his speech of February 1st 
of this year, the Premier explained the mean- 
ing of this paragraph by stating that the 
programme of the N.S. offers the Norwegian 
Church the guarantee that the Gospel is to 
be preached and Holy Communion to be ad- 
ministered. The Church conflict, therefore, 
is not a religious conflict, but a political one. 
The loyal clergymen are keeping as strictly 
to the Gospel as the disloyal, and their con- 
science is as sound. We have arrived at our 
conviction believing in God and Jesus Christ, 
and confident in the Government’s promises 
to protect Christianity and the Church. 

“It is our prayer that this conflict, which 
could become fatal for the future of our 
nation and Church, should cease; that people 
led astray by political sympathies and anti- 
pathies should realise the danger threatening 
our nation and Church from Bolshevism and 
Atheism, and should rise to fight them before 

it is too late. 

“We thank most sincerely all those who 
have rallied round our Church and her ser- 
vants, and appeal to them to continue and 
increase their support. May God bless our 
nation and our Church and lead them safely 
through all dangers. May God bless our 
Government and Church administration in 
their great and responsible tasks. 

“(Dated) Oslo, December 3rd, 19438, 
(Signed) Lars Froyland, Ludvig Daz Zwilg- 
meyer, O. J. B. Kvasnes, J. E. Sivertsen, 
H. O. Hagen, Einar Lothe, P. Blessing- 
Dahle, S. Haga, A. M. Olay.” 


A Hard Task for Quisling Pastors 


On the occasion of the consecration Lars 
Froyland, so-called Bishop of Oslo, made a 
speech which is interesting in its attitude. In 
spite of the fact that it is he and the other 
Quisling pastors who are the favourites of 
the authorities and the Germans, he accuses 
the faithful Church opposition of ‘bowing 
down to the false god of human favour.” 
This is a remarkable tribute to the strength 
of the Church opposition and to the support 
which it receives from the overwhelming 
majority of the Norwegian people. Here is 
Froyland’s speech as reported in Afton- 
posten: 

“You dear brothers who to-day are con- 
secrated as bishops of the Norwegian Church 
know that your future task is not easy. Nay, 
it is so difficult that even an angel from 
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clergymen, if he as 


sumed the same positi 
without fully sharing their views. . 

“Do not let this lack of understanding 
make you hard and bitter. And should you 
sometimes feel injured and lonely, remem- 
ber there are some few faithful who have 
not bowed down to the false god of human 
favour. They continue resolutely on the way 
God and their consciences have told them to. 
go, and they are praying for you.” 


NEW CHRISTIAN COUNCIL FOR 
KENYA 


A new Council has been formed in this 
country on an entirely different footing from 
anything we have had before. It is known 
as the Christian Council of Kenya, it is open 
to all races and denominations, and its ob- 
jects, in its own words, are “to promote the 
extension of the Kingdom of God amongst 
all races in Kenya by fostering co-operation 
and mutual consultation among all the Chris- 
tians of the Colony.”— 

The first meeting of the Council was held 
recently under the chairmanship of the Ter- 
ritorial Commander of the Salvation Army. 
European, Indian and African Christians 
were represented on the platform and there 
was a strong representation of Huropean and 
African army chaplains in the audience. The 
Governor opened the meeting with a brief 
address, in which he explained that the ob- 
ject of this first meeting was to try to enlist 
the support of Christian opinion and activity 
in the Colony in the solution of the many day- 
to-day problems of wartime and the even 
greater problems of the post-war period of 
reconstruction. 


EAST END VICAR ON GOVERNMENT 
HOUSING COMMISSION 


The following announcement was issued 
on December 10th by the Ministry of Health: 

“The Archbishop of York (Dr. C. F. Gar- 
bett) has resigned from the Central Housing 
Advisory Committee, owing to his many 
other pressing duties. Dr. Garbett has been 
a member of the Committee since its forma- 
tion in 19385, and was formerly chairman of 
the Rural Housing Sub-Committee. 

“The Minister of Health has accepted the 
Archbishop’s resignation with great_regret; 
and to fill the vacancy on the Committee has 
appointed the Rev. St. John B. Groser, Vicar 
of Christ Church, Watney Street, London, 
E. 1. Father Groser has worked in Hast End 
parishes for more than 20 years.” — 


